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FROM THE PRESIDENT

2017-2018

BY THE NUMBERS
Raised $110,756 for mission focused programming

Our rapidly growing
membership has truly
become a force for positive
change in Grand Rapids,
creatively tackling issues
of food scarcity, nutrition
education, and access to
safe play for children
throughout the community.
I am so proud of our
members for their
continued leadership.

197 volunteers 348 hours of hands-on impact
5,437 people impacted through mission focused events
Held

— Lauren Jacoby
94th President of the Junior League of Grand Rapids

8 trainings and offered 3 educational opportunities

3x$800 grants given to Closet of Hope, GRCDC & GRHQ

SPOTLIGHT ON KIDS IN THE KITCHEN
We’ve been busy since the last newsletter! Kids in the Kitchen is a signature Junior League
project nationwide that teaches children about healthy eating. This year, we’ve partnered with
East Leonard Elementary School to support nutrition and physical activity initiatives. Committee
members have been working with the Principal at East Leonard to identify opportunities to
support student wellness. We will be volunteering at East Leonard Family Night beginning in
January to provide nutrition information along with a healthy snack or meal.. We also met with
a nutrition instructor from Michigan State University Extension to develop a curriculum of
lessons for East Leonard students and families.
Kids in the Kitchen is also exploring the possibility of funding new
drinking fountains to provide public school students with access
to safe drinking water throughout the school day.
Kids in the Kitchen also worked to help young men transitioning
out of homelessness in Grand Rapids to develop skills and
knowledge around healthy, accessible food and cooking.
On November 20th Kids in the Kitchen will be holding an exciting educational event with East Leonard third, fourth, and
fifth graders with chefs at award-winning Reserve restaurant downtown. The students will have the opportunity to tour
the restaurant and kitchen, while learning about the culinary arts firsthand. They will assist in preparing a healthy lunch
and, after helping to set the table, students will enjoy the meal that they have created alongside our volunteers.

2018 FALL LUNCHEON

On September 25, the Junior League of Grand Rapids
held our annual Lead the WAY Luncheon at Kent
Country Club. This table-hosted event was a packed
house once again, and we were able to share our
mission, vision, and work in the community with over
200 people. The luncheon raised $18,000 in addition
to funding from our generous sponsors. These
contributions will go directly into our community
programming to support children’s physical health
projects and the development of women leaders.

WELCOME BACK MEMBERS

OCTOBER 2018
32 PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
137 ACTIVE MEMBERS
180 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

EMPOWERING WOMEN TO LEAD SINCE 1925

